2019 Ag and Environmental Law Overview
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Overview

Number of iIssues involving animal
agriculture, pesticides, bankruptcy, and
environmental in 2019 and moving
forward into 2020
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Overview

USDA hemp regulations
are availlable

Not discussing today
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BANKRUPTCY
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Bankruptcy

A Through Sept. 30, 2019, Chapter 12
filings are up 24 percent from same
period.

A This increase comes after filings fell
during 2018.
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Bankruptcy

Figure 2. Total Chapter 12 Farm Bankruptcies by State
12-Month Period Ending in September 2019

"._ﬁ FARM BUREAU"

Source: U.S. Courts, Farm Bureau Calculations
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Bankruptcy

Figure 4. Chapter 12 Farm Bankruptcies By Region, 560 Filings, U.S. +24%

12-Month Period Ending in September, 2019 Compared to 2018
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Bankruptcy

Family Farmer Relief Act recently signhed by
President

Law Increases aggregated debt limits from
$4.1 million to $10 million to allow more
growers to qualify for Chapter 12 relief.
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Bankruptcy

What to watch for In
2019 and 2020:

Will the recent changes
iIn Chapter 12 lead to an
iIncrease In filings?
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WOTUS
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WOTUS

A 2015: EPA and Army COE issued rule
defi ning nwaters of

A Goal was to provide a more consistent
definition of waters that fall under the
Clean Water Act.
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WOTUS

A Rule was
Immediately
challenged

A Rule implemented In
some states but not
In others.
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WOTUS

A EPA and Army COE
recently announced
repeal

A End of first step, In
two step process to
ISSue new rule
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WOTUS

Unclear what final rule will look like.

President wants one based around 2006
SCOTUS opinion in Rapanos but . . .
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WOTUS
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WOTUS

A What to look forward
to in 20207

THE END

A LAWSUITS! Once
the new rule Is
announced

(ORIS IT?)
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Other Clean Water Act Issues

A SCOTUS will hear appeal on do point
source discharges into groundwater
that eventually reach a WOTUS
covered?

A Trial court and 9t Circuit found that it
was covered.
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CLIMATE CHANGE AND GREENHOUSE
GAS EMISSIONS
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Climate Change

Court of Appeals of Minnesota recently
made news by ruling state agency had to
take into account climate change in dairy
expansion project
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Climate Change

MN has a law similar to

National Environmental ENVIRONMENTAL
Protection Act REPEALED

AND SMOKEy THE BEAR IS NOW
CHOPPY THE LUMBERTACK.
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Climate Change

Public comments asked about impact of
climate change and greenhouse gas
emissions from dairy expansion

State agency never dealt with these
Issues
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Climate Change

Court agreed with
environmental groups

State required to deal
with comments before
denying need for
environmental impact
statement
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Climate Change

Fact climate change and GHG emissions
hard to deal with still have to respond to
comments

Court reversed decision denying need for EIS
and decision to grant water discharge permit
for expansion
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ANIMAL AGRICULTURAL ISSUES
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Animal Agricultural Issues

Challenges to animal
operations continue to
be a hot issue in 2019
(and will probably be for
the near future)
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Animal Agricultural Issues

MO new law requiring
county health
ordinances to be no
more stringent than - N e
state CAFO laws I

Urban poultry farming is a great way

Currenﬂy being to reduce our carbon footprint.
challenged
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Animal Agricultural Issues

MO feedlot closed down after expanding
from 900 head to 6,999 (7,000 would
have required odor plan)

Neighbors and other sued the operation
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Animal Agricultural Issues

Pushes for states to
take into account air
qguality when permitting
new CAFOs

¥ 9 Just give me all theibacon and eggs you have. h F ) =
A8 w.. wait: IWorr.ywhat you just heard was: Give me a lot of bacon T IS IS a. g rOWI n g area
A._.and'eggsﬁWh'at lgsaid was:Give me all the bacon and eggs you have.
-

... Do you understand? Of Concern In many
states.
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On-going Issues in Animal Agriculture

Confinement issues:

California will have
confinement
requirements go into _ y

pl ace in 2020 and 2022 There’s only,one thing I hate mommg skim milk.

Which is water that’s lying about being milk.
passed in 2018
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RIGHT-TO-FARM
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On-going Issues in Animal Agriculture

NC Hog Farm Litigation
still ongoing with
appeals filed.

Challenge to USDA loan
guarantee for MD
poultry farm still on-

L]
going.
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Indiana Right-to-Farm

A Himsel is an Indiana court challenge to a hog farm
by neighboring landowners

A Farm was established in 1941 and the non-ag uses
In 1971.To the court the area was predominately ag

A Court also highlights time to challenge a CAFO is In
permitting process
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Australia Right-To-Farm Law

State of New South Wales Parliament has

iIntroduced proposed Right-to-Farm law and
changes to trespass.

Right-to-Farm law provides similar US
orotections plus additional protections for
farms that do not qualify that US laws do not.
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Australia Right-To-Farm Law

Changes to trespass
law would increase
fines from $5,000 to
$13,200 or $22,000

Plus 12 months to 3
years in prison.
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