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CONOWINGO HYDROELECTRIC DAM
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CONOWINGO DAM – LOOKING NORTH
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TROPICAL STORM LEE - 2011
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NASA SATELLITE IMAGE

NASA photograph from Terra 
satellite, September 13, 2011 – a 
few days after Tropical Storm Lee – 
showing a nutrient laden sediment 
plume extending about 100 miles to 
the mouth of the Potomac River.

Published in USGS August 2012 
Hirsch Report (Flux of Nitrogen, 
Phosphorus, and Suspended Sediment 
from the Susquehanna River Basin to 
Chesapeake Bay during Tropical Storm 
Lee, Sept. 2011, as an Indicator of the 
Effects of Reservoir Sedimentation on 
Water Quality)
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CONOWINGO DAM 2015 SPRING MELT
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CONOWINGO DAM 2015 SPRING MELT
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MAJOR STORMS

Hurricane Agnes (1972)
•31 mil tons S

– 20 mil tons S scour

Tropical Storm Lee (Sept. 2011)
• 115,910 tons of N

– nine (9) month supply
•14,070 tons P
–over one (1) year supply
•19 mil tons S

– 4 mil tons S scour (at least)
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View of the Conowingo Dam on the Susquehanna River in the aftermath of 
Tropical Storm Lee. Photo taken at 4:30 p.m., September 12, 2011. Photograph 
by Wendy McPherson, courtesy of U.S. Geological Survey.
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IMPACT ON SHIPPING 
CHANNELS TO PORT OF 
BALTIMORE

Dredging the reservoir above 
Conowingo Dam vs. dredging 
below the Dam?
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Please visit us and stay informed at 
www.CleanChesapeakeCoalition.com and follow us on Facebook and 

Twitter

THANK YOU
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